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New Zealand France

Belgium Tasmania

My husband’s facebook account has been sharing memories this week, because, traditionally, this is

when we go away – not this year, however. The chaos of the world at the moment, makes these

memories so precious. If we couldn’t travel again, I know that I can tick off the dreams of my teenage self

who wanted to see the world! Granted, I haven’t seen it all – and I still have goals, but I have had the
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opportunity to see some of the wonders and explore both the tourist hotspots and some of the local

haunts in several countries.

We are immersion tourists, my husband and I. When in France, for example, we have long lunches –

really long lunches. We try to get the sight-seeing done by lunch, so that we can sit and enjoy a 3 hour

meal! We take great joy in being seated “like Frenchmen” as soon as we start to order because there is

no way our dining experience will be done in an hour. We, too, are wanderers, and thanks to Google Maps,

we feel safe to do that in foreign lands. I am pleased to announce, that we have found ourselves

thoroughly lost in several countries and as a result, been greeted kindly by the locals. In becoming lost,

we �nd the truth of a place. This is not to say that we don’t participate in the tourist attraction scene – we

do, of course, but sometimes, we turn off the beaten path and �nd something wonderful – something

that is not to be found in any travel guide.

This year, I hope to be a tourist closer to home – and there is certainly plenty to see in Tasmania. I admit

that I have taken my close proximity to the wonders of this island for granted. I feel guilty whenever

friends turn up on the doorstep (prior to the current situation) and leave a week later having experienced

more of Tasmania than I have – and so my goal for 2020 is to be a bit less local and try to get lost a bit

closer to home!

We started well – Richmond for a morning drive and a daytrip to climb a mountain and look down on

Wine Glass Bay.  Out intentions were good, the current hiatus beyond our control, but who knows, by the

end of the year – perhaps we can pick up where we left off.
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